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From the Commissioner
As we begin the month of April, it is with a springtime like 
change that we are seeing a signiýcant pay off in our ongoing 
efforts to redeýne the Connecticut Department of Correction 
as a smarter and smaller agency.  For the ýrst few days of the 
month, our population has dropped below 17,000 for the ýrst 
time since 1999, some 13 years ago!   While the reasons for 
this are many, a drop in the crime rate and resulting arrests, 

our reentry preparation programming, Risk Reduction Earned Credits (RREC), 
Intensive Probation, etc.; what’s truly important is that this is the result of our 
criminal justice community working together, as a whole, with a shared goal of 
a more efýcient and effective system.  This is and will pay continuing dividends 
for our staff, for the inmate population and, ultimately, for the taxpayers of our 
great state.  Contributing to what has been a very innovative time for our agency 
and our state is a new program that is also starting to come into its own.  The 
DUI/Home Conýnement statute was passed by the Connecticut Legislature 
along with the RREC program last year. 

see DUI Home Coneýnement /page 3

Manson Scholarship Awarded 
Congratulations to Allen Copas, son of Substance 
Abuse Counselor Catherine Copas of the 
Manson Youth Institution, for being named 
the recipient of the 2011 Manson Scholarship 
Award.  With family and friends including 
Mrs. Carolyn Manson looking on during the 
annual John R. Manson Scholarship Breakfast 
held March 16, at Central Ofýceôs Caf® 24, 
Commissioner Leo C. Arnone presented Mr. 
Copas with the award.
Currently a freshman at the University 
of Connecticut, Mr. Copas is majoring in 
Mechanical Engineering, with a minor in 
Material Science.  

Commissioner Leo C. Arnone 
(R) and Allen Copas.
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Making the Grade
As part of his impressive commitment to community service, he has participated in 15 short-term mission 
trips to rebuild areas in Mississippi since Hurricane Katrina and has also helped to construct a hospital in the 
Dominican Republic.
Not only is Allen’s mother employed by the Department of Correction; Allen’s sister, Shanon Copas, also works 
for the agency as a Correctional Counselor at the Willard-Cybulski Correctional Institution.
An alumni of Lyman Hall High School in Wallingford, Mr. Copas earned 12 varsity letters, compiled a 3.86 grade 
point average, and was his classô graduation speaker. The John R. Manson Scholarship Fund was established by 
friends and colleagues of John Manson, the Commissioner of the Department of Correction from 1971-1982, in 
memory of his many positive contributions to the ýeld of corrections.  The scholarship provides an undergraduate 
student enrolled at the University of Connecticut, who is a dependent of a Department of Correction employee, 
with ýnancial assistance.  Although the award amount varies from year to year, depending in large part on the 
number of recipients; as the only recipient this year Mr. Copas received a $1,200 scholarship.  
Recipient selection is based not only on scholastic achievement, but also on community service, establishment 
of goals, and efforts made to offset tuition through part-time employment.
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DoC K-9 Unit Assists in Locating Missing Teen 
A 14-year-old who left his house in Wethersýeld in the early morning hours of Wednesday, April 4th, was 
reunited with his family and friends by Wednesday evening thanks to the help of the Department of Correction’s 
K-9 Unit.  According to Wethersfield 
police, Alexander Lin’s mother heard her 
son leave their home through a window 
around 12:30 AM.  After failing to locate 
him on their own, the family contacted 
police around 6:30 AM.
In addition to search dogs from the 
Connecticut State Police and a local 
municipality, K-9 handler Lieutenant 
Henry Gasiorek and his partner Red also 
took part in the search.  After getting the 
teenager’s scent from his pillow, Red led 
Lt. Gasiorek through several backyards to 
a swamp-like area ýlled with heavy brush.  
The initial search failed to locate the teen, 
so dog and handler returned to the house 
for another attempt.  Once again, Red led 
Gasiorek to the same spot.  There was no 
doubt in Gasiorek’s mind that the missing boy was close by.  Police concentrated their efforts on the area and 
by approximately 5:30 PM Alexander Lin walked out of the brush-ýlled area unharmed.
“After about 20 minutes of searching in the swamp, I couldn’t feel my feet anymore,” said Lt. Gasiorek. “But after 
seeing the mother pleading with us to help ýnd her son, there was no way I was going to give up looking.ò

K-9 Handler Lieutenant Henry Gasiorek with his partners
Viton (L) and Red.




